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It is with great sadness that we must announce the passing of Riki E. Jacobs, Executive Director of Hyacinth AIDS Foundation, New Jersey’s first and largest AIDS service organization.

Riki was the Executive Director of Hyacinth since 1993, prior to that, she was the Director of Development at the New Jersey Association on Correction (NJAC) from 1982 through 1992 and that is where her involvement in the AIDS issue began.  In the late eighties she came to realize the devastating impact of HIV/AIDS on the Association’s clients.  As a result, she developed one of the first pre-release programs in the country targeting offenders living with HIV/AIDS and also created an HIV/AIDS prevention and education program at the Mercer and Middlesex County Correctional facilities.  Riki was the co-founder of the New Jersey Women & AIDS Network (NJWAN), an organization devoted to address the impact of AIDS on women in New Jersey.  Riki was also responsible for the development of NJAC’s first domestic violence shelter in Passaic County.  She left NJAC in 1992 to serve as the Assistant Director for the Commission on Sex Discrimination in the Statutes, where she advocated for laws impacting victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. 

While working at NJAC, Riki earned a J.D. (Doctor of Jurisprudence) from Rutgers University School of Law. 

In 1993, Riki moved from the Commission on Sex Discrimination to the Hyacinth AIDS Foundation, as Executive Director.  Hyacinth is a state wide AIDS service organization based in New Brunswick, New Jersey.  According to Jerry McCathern, Hyacinth’s Senior Director of Development, “the agency was a mess back then, it was about ready to go under and Riki could have been a hero or the agency could have failed.  It would have failed under most people, but she took it from there to present, in that we have become the ‘premiere AIDS service agency in the state’”.  With their current budget of $5 million and eighty staff members, Hyacinth now has six offices and serves over 15,000 people annually with direct care, treatment, education and prevention.  Under Riki’s direction, Hyacinth became the only organization in New Jersey with a public policy and community organizing staff dedicated to protecting the rights and benefits of people living with HIV/AIDS in New Jersey. 

Riki was strongly committed to the work of the non-profit community. She served on the board of the Center for Non-Profits, on the advisory board of the New Jersey AIDS Partnership, was a member of the Governor’s Advisory Council on HIV and other blood-borne pathogens and recently retired from the board of the New Jersey ACLU.  Her long-term commitment to the field was recognized on many occasions.  In 1998, NJWAN recognized her for her work on their 10th Anniversary and in that same year, she was given the Humanitarian Award by the AIDS Benefit Committee of NJ and also given the Women of Excellence Award by the Middlesex County Commission on the Status of Women for her work in the AIDS field.  In 2000, she was recognized by Rutgers University Livingston College and designated a distinguished alumnus.  In 2003, she received the Public Policy Leadership Award from the New Jersey Public Policy Research Institute and in 2007, she was recognized by the Health Care Foundation of New Jersey with their humanitarian award. 

Riki was born and raised in Union, NJ.  She held a B.A. from Livingston College and J.D. from Rutgers Law-Newark and was a fellow of Leadership New Jersey 1995. She is survived by her husband of 22 years, Angel M. Perez and children, William, Eli and Kara, her sister, Ellen, brother, Robert and her parents, Harold and Betty. 

The family requests that in lieu of flowers, donations be made to either the Riki Jacobs Family Fund (986 South Broad Street, Trenton, NJ 08611) or Hyacinth AIDS Foundation (317 George Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901). 

Riki touched the lives of so very many people and will never be forgotten.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

March 16, 2009         4:57pm
STATEMENT FROM GOVERNOR CORZINE ON THE PASSING OF RIKI E. JACOBS
By Governors Press... 

TRENTON – Governor Jon S. Corzine today issued the following statement regarding the death of Riki E. Jacobs, executive director of the Hyacinth Aids Foundation: 

“Riki Jacobs was a guiding light in the fight against HIV/AIDS in New Jersey for more than 25 years. She was an articulate and compassionate voice who was highly respected for her efforts to ensure health care access for those living with, infected with, and affected by HIV. Riki’s vision and unwavering commitment will be greatly missed. 

My deepest sympathy and prayers are with her family and friends during this time.”

### 
GOVERNORS PRESS... can be reached via email at robert.corrales@gov.state.nj.us.
