
Jerome Aumente Remembered; Was a
Distinguished Professor Emeritus and
Founder of Livingston College’s
Department of Journalism and Urban
Communications

With sadness, we join the Rutgers School of Communication & Information in
announcing the passing of Jerome Aumente on February 13, 2023, after a long
illness.

Aumente was a Distinguished Professor Emeritus in Rutgers’ School of
Communication and Information (SC&I).

He was born on September 23, 1937, in Jersey City, New Jersey. He earned his
undergraduate degree at Rutgers-Newark in 1959 and graduate degrees at the
Columbia University School of Journalism and at Harvard University as a Nieman
Fellow.

Aumente spent time in Europe and then worked for a decade at newspapers,
including The Detroit News. He returned to Rutgers in 1969 to become a faculty
member at Livingston College. At Livingston College, he founded and directed
the Department of Journalism and Urban Communications, as well as the Urban
Communications Teaching and Research Center.

He was the founding Director of the Journalism Resources Institute (JRI) and
was the founder and former Chairperson of the Department of Journalism and
Media Studies. Both units are in the School of Communication and Information,
one of the first interdisciplinary schools founded in the United States, which
he helped design at the request of the university provost.

He was Special Counselor to the Dean of SC&I from 2000 to 2015. The Journalism
Resources Institute conducted nearly $5 million in projects, and trained over
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14,000 print and broadcast journalists under his direction, with over $2
million in media training and journalism projects in Central and Eastern
Europe. The JRI under Aumente’s leadership had special projects in
international affairs, journalism. and mass communications, new media
technologies, health, medical, and environmental coverage, media and law,
evaluation of professional training of journalists, business, and financial
journalism.

Aumente had extensive experience in the international training of journalists;
joint curriculum development with universities internationally and in the
United States; as a trainer in health communication, the internet and newer
media technologies; investigative and enterprise reporting; and in business,
economic, and financial reporting.

In 2011, the Livingston Alumni Association (LAA) honored Aumente with its
Livingston Legacy Award. The award recognizes faculty and staff who played a
key role in the establishment and growth of Livingston College and its mission,
and who have contributed to the overall Rutgers and global communities.

Anthony Rivera-Rosario, 2022 Pride
Award Honoree: Helping Others Is a
Privilege

Anthony D. Rivera-Rosario, a 2022 graduate of Rutgers’ School of Arts and
Sciences (SAS), was raised with the value of making a difference by helping
others. The Livingston Alumni Association (LAA) of Rutgers University-New
Brunswick has honored Rivera-Rosario as one of two recipients of the Riki
Jacobs Livingston Pride Award for 2022.

Rivera-Rosario, of Union City, New Jersey, majored in mathematics at Rutgers,
and minored in statistics and philosophy. He is a first-generation
Hispanic/Latino college student.

He worked as a research assistant at Rutgers’ Proteomics Biochemical Laboratory
throughout his college career. In the lab, he conducted protein synthetic and
antibiotic experiments with graduate students, and programmed laboratory
inventory and formatting protocols/material safety data sheets using the
computer language Python.

He has worked as a financial analyst at Bank of America since June 2022, using
his skills in computer programming, process improvement, and financial planning
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and modeling.

At Rutgers and in Union City, Rivera-Rosario has learned “the satisfaction of
seeing how one’s hard work can make a difference in someone’s life” through
multiple volunteer opportunities. He coordinated many of these events as an
executive board member of the service fraternity Alpha Phi Omega.

In his Pride Award essay, Rivera-Rosario highlighted some of these volunteer
efforts. They include:

Spending the day with special-needs students at the Rutgers Special Friends
Day event, making strong connections by playing board games and watching
movies together.
Volunteering with his family to clean, organize, and plant new flowers at a
hospital.
Serving meals at food pantries.
Building homes with Habitat for Humanity.
Creating personalized cards for hospital patients.

“Each member would be assigned a patient and get a quick summary of the
patient’s diagnosis and what their interests are,” he said. “After taking a few
hours to create the card, we would send them to the hospital to get
distributed. In return, the patients would convey their gratitude to us for
thinking of them. This is an example that allows me to put reality into
perspective, every life is precious, and exchanging words of positivity with
one another can make everyone feel cheerful.”

Rivera-Rosario is a graduate of the Academy for Enrichment and Advancement
(high school) in Union City, where he organized a Hudson County science fair,
orchestrated events inspired by Italian culture, tutored students, and worked
closely with the school’s office staff.

While in college, Rivera-Rosario returned to his high school (now known as the
José Martí STEM Academy) to mentor students, judge a science fair, and develop
an alumni networking platform.

He has earned certificates in peer health education, digital marketing, and
Google Analytics. He has been honored by the Hispanic Heritage Fund and the
National Society of Leadership and Success, both in 2021.

“Bringing about a change to the world does not necessarily mean doing something
universal,” Rivera-Rosario wrote in his award essay. “Even helping out one
person can change someone’s well-being for the better. … To this day I am
passionate about serving the Rutgers community and the world. I would not be
the person I am today without the help of others who came before me, and I wish
to impart the same mentality to those I help so that the cycle of helping



continues.”

Riki E. Jacobs (1957-2009) was the director of the Hyacinth Foundation, an AIDS
support organization, among many roles she fulfilled to assist vulnerable
populations. She also was one of LAA’s first Livingston College Distinguished
Alumni, honored in 2000.

Tara Krishna Works to Amplify Voices by
Telling Individuals ‘I See You’ and
‘You Matter’; Honored with 2022 Pride
Award

Tara Krishna, a 2022 graduate of Rutgers’ School of Arts and Sciences (SAS)
and the Rutgers Honors College, was raised with the value of making a
difference by helping others.

The Livingston Alumni Association (LAA) of Rutgers University-New Brunswick has
honored Krishna as one of two recipients of the Riki Jacobs Livingston Pride
Award for 2022.

Krishna, of Scotch Plains, New Jersey, is a student at Rutgers’ New Jersey
Medical School, where she is studying to be a medical doctor specializing in
infectious diseases. At SAS, she majored in cell biology and neuroscience, and
minored in psychology and in women’s and gender studies.

She has been active in clinical and volunteer work in medicine. These
experiences include:

Serving as a volunteer emergency medical technician with the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad since 2016.
Working as an intern in the infectious diseases department at Eric B.
Chandler Health Center in New Brunswick, NJ, servicing patients with HIV.
Developing content for an app and a podcast to promote the physical and
mental health of mothers, at the Robert Wood Johnson Women’s Health
Institute in New Brunswick.

Krishna’s extensive volunteer work includes:
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Activism with Amnesty International.
Serving as an ambassador for science, technology, engineering, and math
(STEM), facilitating skill-building workshops for undergraduate women and
non-binary students.
Mentoring Honors College students in research, volunteering, clinical, and
academic opportunities on- and off-campus.
Tutoring students in general chemistry and teaching chemistry lab.
Helping refugees learn English.
Working to promote cross-cultural competency in collaboration with students
and staff at the Honors College.

She has researched sex differences in drug addiction and addiction recovery.
She presented her research on Finding Feminism in Addiction Recovery, at the
Rutgers Undergraduate Writing Center in 2022. She is a co-author of another
study, in preparation, on the mechanisms of biological sex differences in
cocaine addiction.

“Stigmatization’s power to harm well-being is highly underestimated, yet
meeting unique people with different life experiences defined outside a one-
dimensional label ‘underserved’ informed my ability to interact as an ally. I
am happy to also educate others outside the realm of healthcare on HIV, too,”
Krishna wrote in her Pride Award essay. “Witnessing the stigmatization of
substance abuse and gender identity affect patient quality of life and recovery
efficiency, I resolved to investigate addiction humanely.”

“Teaching conversational English to refugees of war in the Middle East, I
realized I was still affected by implicit biases, and had a lot to learn from
my own students. I had been avoiding possible traumas to ensure a safe
environment for my Syrian students facing vast disruptions to their education.
Yet, I was attempting to speak for my students without consulting their
perspectives beforehand,” she wrote.

Her students opened up, she said, when she stopped teaching English through
discussions of food but instead talked about the real issues of stereotypes and
personal bias. “My students who lived vastly different lives than I — some fled
Syria, and some sought master’s degrees, while others pursued dreams in the
arts — taught me a lot about this clear need to learn from one another.”

“Aligning oneself with a community is an honor when you truly learn from your
neighbor; it is a service done to genuinely forge connections to improve lives,
amplify voices, and recognize an individual by giving them the grace to simply
say ‘I see you’ when institutions do not.”

One of Krishna’s “proudest achievements” at Rutgers was her work within the
True Inclusion program at Rutgers’ Honors College.

“… I soon learned how many underrepresented students within my Honors College



community felt their voices went unheard; I also learned more about
microaggressions and traumas that other marginalized identities faced,” she
wrote. “I constantly educated myself on microaggressions while pitching to
executive deans every other week about the importance of requiring cultural
competency within each school to better promote hundreds of self-aware,
culturally competent young professionals. This encourages the recognition of
inequities to promote student engagement in overlooked communities and beyond.
Unlike my activism and direct aid in underfunded school systems aiding a
handful, saying ‘You matter’ when institutions forgo doing so, here I actively
changed structures to ensure the institution itself listened to all who needed
it.”

Riki E. Jacobs (1957-2009) was the director of the Hyacinth Foundation, an AIDS
support organization, among many roles she fulfilled to assist vulnerable
populations. She also was one of LAA’s first Livingston College Distinguished
Alumni, honored in 2000.

Janelle L. Taliaferro Founded Black
Business Association at Rutgers;
Honored with 2021 Livingston Pride
Award

Janelle L. Taliaferro, a 2021 graduate of Rutgers Business School, has
worked to amplify Black voices at the university and to educate students on
hunger awareness. The Livingston Alumni Association (LAA) of Rutgers
University-New Brunswick has honored Taliaferro as one of two recipients of the
Riki Jacobs Livingston Pride Award for 2021.

Taliaferro, from Lake Wylie, South Carolina, majored in supply chain management
and marketing science, with a concentration in global business. As a student,
she affiliated with both the Honors College and the Douglass Women’s College at
Rutgers in New Brunswick.

Establishing the Black Business Association (BBA) is Taliaferro’s proudest
accomplishment as a Rutgers student. “Having a platform for minority students
to share their ideas, discuss their plights, and continuously learn in every
academic area, is a necessity in education,” she said. “It is specifically
important when preparing for a career in corporate America or entrepreneurship.
… BBA is the only student organization on Rutgers’ New Brunswick campus
catering to Black students interested in business careers, and the first in
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many years.”

In her work with the Rutgers chapter of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), Taliaferro helped to organize the first
rally against racism and for Black solidarity in four years on campus,
demanding equal treatment across all student demographics

Taliaferro also served as co-president of Student -Organized Rutgers Against
Hunger (SO RAH), working with local farms, food banks, and soup kitchens, to
feed the community and to educate students on food insecurity. In her Pride
Award application, Taliaferro noted that 30 percent of college students are
food insecure.

For 18 months, Taliaferro served as a career prep fellow in the Management
Leadership for Tomorrow (MLT) program, traveling to Dallas and Minneapolis in
2019, before the pandemic hit. 

“At each of our conferences we had the ability to demonstrate our analytical
skills through case studies, our leadership through small and large group
roundtables, and most importantly, become a family while having representatives
from the top companies in the world interacting and leading our sessions,” she
said. “The deeper meaning, I see, behind supporting and fueling students of
color is building up an army full of diversity of thought. Throughout my time
in MLT, I was the only fellow on behalf of Rutgers New Brunswick in my cohort.”

As a student, Taliaferro completed internships at GlaxoSmithKline, Corning
Inc., and United Parcel Service. Some of her non-business interests include
being a “world traveler (17+ countries traveled), avid concert goer, and
passionate New York City foodie.”

Since August 2021 Taliaferro has worked as an associate product manager at Visa
Inc. in the San Francisco area. 

“I have always been passionate about creating healthy communities throughout my
life and college career, championing inclusion efforts, and giving back,” she
wrote in her Pride Award essay. “I would love to bring my activism efforts into
corporate America to leverage the social responsibility of large institutions.”

Amanda Wells, 2021 Pride Award Honoree:
Social Change Starts With Your

https://livingstonalumni.org/pride-award-amanda-wells-2021
https://livingstonalumni.org/pride-award-amanda-wells-2021


Community and Neighbors

Amanda Wells, a 2021 graduate of Rutgers’ School of Arts and Sciences,
believes that individual action is a critical form of social change. The
Livingston Alumni Association (LAA) of Rutgers University-New Brunswick has
honored Wells as one of two recipients of the Riki Jacobs Livingston Pride
Award for 2021.

Wells, of Willoughby, Ohio, is earning her Teaching English as a Foreign
Language (TEFL) certificate so that she can more effectively mentor and
communicate with English as a second language (ESL) speakers. Since graduation,
she has been teaching English classes to refugees as an Americorps member with
the International Rescue Committee of Atlanta. She plans to attend law school
starting in fall 2022, studying immigration and child law.

“My experiences with community service, whether I have been a person in need or
a person able to help, have become cornerstones of my development and have
created a deep desire to enact social change within me,” she wrote in her Pride
Award essay. “My career interests are a reflection of this, and I am excited to
continue to repay my community and to extend social change throughout my
education, career, and personal life.”

Wells’ family struggled to keep the lights on and put food on the table when
she was growing up. Family, friends, and food banks were key resources to help
the family get by. Neighbors provided child care to Wells and her siblings and
a place to “camp out” when they lost their home heating.

Wells has enacted individual change as a volunteer with Forging Opportunities
for Refugees in America (FORA). Within FORA, she tutored a recently arrived 15-
year-old refugee student to improve his literacy and English communication
skills, including slang that he can use with his friends. 

“My childhood community was a critical cornerstone of my identity, and it was
often the way that my family managed to make it through our day,” Wells said.
“Because of these experiences, I believe that social change extends past formal
roles and organizations, and is critically shaped by the way that we interact
with our community and neighbors on a daily basis. … Small, direct change is
often overlooked, but because I have witnessed its resonant effects in my own
life, I will always think of individual contact as one of the most critical
forms of social change.”

“(The student) and I often bond over our younger sisters, and I have found that
he is particularly good at remembering new vocabulary words that he can use to
tease her. Our work together has been incredibly valuable to me, as I have been
able to watch him grow directly as a student. I see him every day, and every
day I notice as he grows more comfortable speaking in English, confident in
communicating with his friends, and willing to share his thoughts with me.”
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In March 2020, when much of society shut down, Wells joined the Cleveland
(Ohio) Pandemic Response as a lead coordinating volunteer and a founding
member. “As a mutual-aid organization, we worked to respond to direct economic
and legal hardships in the Cleveland area by connecting community members in
need with community members available to help. … I am particularly proud of our
ability to respond to the educational needs of low-income families with young
children, as we provided over 100 laptops to families in need. We also helped
to connect these families to books, learning kits, and free childcare for
essential workers unable to be at home during the day.”

Wells majored in English, Spanish, and Political Science as a Rutgers student. 

As an intern in Cusco, Peru, with the National Office of the Public Prosecutor
(Ministerio Público Fiscalía de la Nación), she assisted full-time governmental
workers to understand barriers to education for adolescents, visiting schools
and homes to talk with students and parents.

“I believe that a person within a community will always know the best ways to
aid that community, and my work in Cusco responded directly to the needs of
local people,” she said. “This form of community involvement was critical, as
it taught me how to support other communities as they drive their own social
changes in accordance with their experiences.”

At Rutgers, Wells was a lead tutor with the Plangere Writing Center for three
years. Whild students were home during the pandemic, Wells found herself
helping her peers not only with writing, but in coping with isolation, adapting
to online courses, and living at home. 

She also served as president of the Rutgers Veg Society, a group for vegan,
vegetarian, and veg-curious students. The Veg Society has advocated for
expanded food options in Rutgers dining halls as well as more accessible food
labels for students with allergies and dietary needs. While students were home,
the Veg Society held online parties, cooking nights, and trivia games, and
encouraged students to share vegan statistics in their hometowns. The Veg
Society is compiling a cookbook to benefit the Happy Animal Sanctuary in
Howell, New Jersey.

Scarlet and Black Marker Confronts
Legacy of William Livingston and His
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Family

A plaque installed in 2021 on the Livingston campus confronts the legacy of
William Livingston, namesake of the campus and the former Livingston College,
and his family, as people who enslaved other human beings.

Photos courtesy of Stephen Yanick

The two-sided marker has been placed on a prominent walkway on campus, between
the Lynton North and South Towers residence halls and the Livingston Student
Center.

The plaque reads:

“Livingston Campus (site of former Livingston College) was named after William
Livingston, the first governor of the state of New Jersey, whose family made a
fortune trafficking human beings in the transatlantic slave trade. The campus
opened in 1969 as an experimental, social-justice oriented campus at the site
of Camp Kilmer, a World War II-era military camp. The Livingston family
collectively enslaved hundreds of people and Williams’ brothers, Philip and
Robert, two of Rutgers’ founding trustees, bought and sold hundreds more. When
William Livingston moved to New Jersey, he enslaved at least two people, a
woman named Bell and her son Lambert. Though he later advocated for gradual
abolition, he continued to represent the legal interests of his slave-trading
family’s wealth throughout his career. This marker honors Bell, Lambert, and
the other women, men, and children enslaved and sold by the Livingston family.”

About William Livingston

Livingston: A Governor, a College, and the Long Echoes of Slavery at Rutgers
online program held Jan. 18, 2022: More info or view the video.

(Information on this page is condensed from text from Rutgers’ Scarlet & Black
Digital Archive.)

Livingston Campus was named after William Livingston, the first governor of
the state of New Jersey after the American Revolution.
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The Livingston family was connected with Rutgers from the college’s earliest
days. William Livingston’s brothers Philip and Robert Livingston were two of
the original founding trustees of the school.

The Livingston family’s wealth in the 18th century came largely from their
roles as merchants and slave traders operating out of New York City. Founding
trustee Philip Livingston traded slaves from Jamaica and Antigua and owned
plantations in Jamaica. He also held black people in bondage in New York.

William Livingston, on the other hand, was torn between his family’s slave
trading and his belief that slavery was incompatible with the young American
nation’s ideals of freedom.

William Livingston called slavery “an indelible blot” upon humanity. As
governor of New Jersey, he opposed the slave trade and hoped to pass a gradual
abolition program after the Revolution. He won a ban on the Atlantic slave
trade in New Jersey in 1786 (22 years before the Atlantic slave trade became
illegal nationwide). But he was not able to achieve abolition during his tenure
as governor, because slaveholders who opposed Livingston’s views held too much
power in the New Jersey legislature.

William Livingston at one time enslaved at least two people, a woman named Bell
and her son, Lambert, as noted on a plaque installed on the Livingston campus
in 2021.

The plaque reads:

“Livingston Campus (site of former Livingston College) was named after William
Livingston, the first governor of the state of New Jersey, whose family made a
fortune trafficking human beings in the transatlantic slave trade. The campus
opened in 1969 as an experimental, social-justice oriented campus at the site
of Camp Kilmer, a World War II-era military camp. The Livingston family
collectively enslaved hundreds of people and Williams’ brothers, Philip and
Robert, two of Rutgers’ founding trustees, bought and sold hundreds more. When
William Livingston moved to New Jersey, he enslaved at least two people, a
woman named Bell and her son Lambert. Though he later advocated for gradual
abolition, he continued to represent the legal interests of his slave-trading
family’s wealth throughout his career. This marker honors Bell, Lambert, and
the other women, men, and children enslaved and sold by the Livingston family.”

Additional information and resources:

Scarlet & Black Digital Archive: Livingston

Rutgers Confronts Ties to Slavery With New Historical Markers



Paul Robeson Plaza

Celebrating the 100th anniversary of the graduation of its most acclaimed
alumnus, Rutgers University dedicated a plaza named for Paul Robeson on
April 12, 2019, to honor his legacy as a distinguished scholar, athlete, actor,
and global activist for civil rights and social justice.

The open-air plaza, which features eight black granite panels detailing the
story of Robeson’s life, stands in a prominent location next to the Voorhees
Mall on the College Avenue campus at Rutgers–New Brunswick.

The Livingston Alumni Association (LAA) is honored to support this plaza in
dedication to Robeson. The LAA purchased a brick paver installed in a

circle at the plaza, which reads: Livingston College / Alumni Association /
Preserve The History / Advance The Legacy / .

More information on Robeson Plaza and Paul Robeson:

Rutgers Dedicates Plaza to Paul Robeson, Renaissance Man for the Ages
Paul Robeson Plaza Dedication (with video and more photos)
Paul Robeson Centennial Celebration (2019)

Photo of Paul Robeson Plaza (top) by Jeffrey Armus

Documents and Photos Related to
Livingston College’s 50th Anniversary
and Beyond

Additional information on the documentation of Livingston College’s history
Livi at 50 and other celebrations of Livingston College’s history

In conjunction with the 50th anniversary of Livingston College, the Livingston
Alumni Association, Rutgers University Libraries, and other Rutgers partners
have started several projects to document the history of the college and of the
anniversary celebrations.
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These projects and documents include:

Livi at 50: A Celebration of Livingston College’s 50th Anniversary
This curated selection of archival materials and event documentation
capture moments from the special event “Livi at 50.” Held at the James Dickson
Carr Library on Livingston Campus on October 25, 2019, it was hosted by Rutgers
University–New Brunswick Libraries and the Livingston Alumni Association.
Reproductions of the historical materials were used in an exhibition on display
at the event. Also includes many photos from the event.

New Digital Collection: Livi at 50: A Celebration of Livingston College’s 50th
Anniversary: Rutgers University Libraries article on the digital collection.

Livi@50: A celebration of Livingston College’s 50th anniversary: Commemorative
program from the Oct. 25, 2019, event (8 pages, PDF).

Libraries, Alumni Celebrate Livingston College’s 50th Anniversary: Rutgers
Universities Libraries article (Nov. 13, 2019) on the Oct. 25, 2019, event.

Twitter: Livi at 50: Photos and tweets celebrating the college’s 50th
anniversary and commemorating the Oct. 25, 2019, event, based on the hashtag
#livi50.

Pfaff, L. G. (2019, December 18). Keeping the Rutgers’ Livingston story alive
50 years after the trailblazing college opened. Rutgers Focus.

An article on the history of Livingston College, with a focus on history
preservation projects by the Livingston Alumni Association, Rutgers University
Libraries, and the Rutgers Oral History Archives.

Siederer, M. (2020, Spring/Summer). Livingston at 50: Celebrating the
college built on ‘Strength Through Diversity’. 1766 [alumni magazine],

37(1), 14-19. [Full text online]

When Livingston College welcomed its first students in September 1969, many of
the campus’ buildings, sidewalks, and landscaping were still under
construction, with piles of mud throughout, giving rise to the original name of
the student newspaper: The Mud Pile. Between 1969 and 2010, when Livingston had
its final commencement, the Piscataway-based college was a hub of innovation
for Rutgers University. Livingston  adopted the slogan “Strength Through
Diversity,” which is now a foundation of the overall Rutgers University
experience.



Programs Celebrating Livingston
College’s 50th Anniversary and Beyond

Information and links to documents and photos related to the 50-year
anniversary of Livingston College.

Livingston Legacy Lectures (2009-2010)

Alumni Talks (Since 2021)

The Livingston Alumni Association (LAA), in association with our partners
within Rutgers University, has held multiple events and embarked on projects to
celebrate and commemorate the 50+ years since Livingston College opened in
1969. These include events specifically related to the college’s history.

Noah Hart Jr. (LC’73, GSED’88), Robert W. Snyder (LC’77), and Staci Berger
(LC’94, EJB/GSNB’04).

Livi at 50: A Celebration of Livingston College’s 50th Anniversary kicked off
with a keystone event at the James Dickson Carr Library on Livingston campus on
October 25, 2019. The event was co-presented by Rutgers University–New
Brunswick Libraries and the LAA.

It featured a panel discussion of prominent Livingston alumni, a presentation
of the Riki Jacobs Livingston Pride Award, and an exhibition from the
University Archives of materials including yearbooks, photographs, and other
artifacts that captured Livingston’s evolution from its beginnings as the
military base Camp Kilmer in the 1950s through the present day.

A panel discussion reflected this diversity, with alumni Noah Hart Jr. LC’73,
GSED’88, Staci Berger LC’94, EJB/GSNB’04, and Robert W. Snyder, LC’77 all
speaking about their formative years at Livingston and the impact the college
had on them. In addition to the panel discussion and audience Q&A, student
Eshan Kaul, SEBS’19, RWJMS’22, was named recipient of the 2019 Riki Jacobs
Livingston Pride Award.

Livi at 50: A Remembrance of Livingston College: Latino Studies and the
Livingston Panthers Sports Teams
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https://livingstonalumni.org/livi-50


Livingston College Panthers cheerleaders, circa 1970. Courtesy of Rutgers
University Libraries.

Our April 22, 2021, “Livi at 50” online event celebrated the formation of the
Latino Studies program and the history of the Livingston Panthers sports teams.
Iris Martinez Campbell LC’75, SSW’81, moderated a discussion about the Latino
Studies program with Margie Rivera LC’72 and Grizel Ubarry LC’74. LAA President
Jeff Armus led a discussion about the Livingston Panthers with Lucille Lo Sapio
LC’76, BernaDette Session LC’75, Dwight Williams, defensive coordinator of the
Panthers, and Rick Williams LC’74, a member of the team. Watch a replay (58
minutes).

Livingston: A Governor, a College, and the Long Echoes of Slavery at Rutgers

A historical marker on the Livingston campus, placed in 2021, explains its
namesake William Livingston’s deep involvement in slavery and his halting
efforts to abolish slavery as New Jersey’s first governor.

Video from Livingston: A Governor, a College, and the Long Echoes of Slavery at
Rutgers (58 minutes)

In a virtual presentation held Jan. 18, 2022, Robert Snyder LC’77, a professor
emeritus of journalism and American studies at Rutgers–Newark, talked with
Jesse Bayker SGS’19, digital archivist for the Scarlet and Black Project at
Rutgers–New Brunswick, who discussed Livingston’s life.

Brooke A. Thomas, an African American history doctoral candidate at Rutgers–New
Brunswick, shared the importance of Livingston College to Rutgers, why it was
created, and how activism was one of its important contributions to Rutgers.
Thomas is also a co-author of the chapter “We the People: Student Activism at
Rutgers and Livingston College, 1960–1985” in Scarlet and Black, Volume 3.

Livingston College graduates Snyder and Debra O’Neal LC’87 shared their
experiences of educational innovation and campus activism from the mid-1970s to
the mid-1980s. The discussion ended with a question-and-answer forum.

This event was sponsored by the RUAA, the LAA, the School of Arts and Sciences,
and the Rutgers Alumni Association.


