Riki Jacobs Livingston Pride Award
The Riki Jacobs Livingston Pride Award is given annually by the Livingston
Alumni Association (LAA) to the Rutgers-New Brunswick graduating senior who
most embodies the spirit of Livingston College and its attributes of leadership
and social action.
All Rutgers University-New Brunswick undergraduate seniors with a minimum
cumulative GPA of are eligible to apply for the award.
Riki E. Jacobs (1957-2009, pictured at right) was the director of the Hyacinth
Foundation, an AIDS support organization, among many roles she fulfilled to
assist vulnerable populations.
Jacobs (LC’80) also was one of LAA’s first Livingston College Distinguished
Alumni, honored in 2000.

Recipients of the Livingston Pride Award (renamed for Riki Jacobs in 2010)
Honorees from 1990 through 2010 graduated from Livingston College. Since 2011,
honorees may be graduates of any undergraduate college at Rutgers UniversityNew Brunswick/Piscataway.
The years in the list below link to the Livingston College yearbook page where
each student is pictured. / * Photo not available.
The names link to more information about each awardee, as available.
1990: Yantra E.
Zavala *
1991: Stephanie
Heitman
1992: Daniel
Malloie
1993: Harry R.
Knabe
1994: Janel C.
Patti
1995: Ayana D. Gee
1996: Caren A.
Tinney
1997: Connie Liauw
Stephanie Heitman,
LC’91

1998: Ashwini Reddy
1999: Irene
Shenouda
2000: Geraldine
Burgoss
2001: Randall
Gordon Stamm
2002: Michael
Lawrence Dimond
2003: Kazim A.
Rizvi
2004: Gregory Ordun
2005: Lisa M.
Lattanzi
Daniel Malloie,
LC’92

2006: Keith A.
Gottesman
2014: Emilie
2007: Zuleima
Transue
Feliciano *
2015: Amy Albert
2008: Jacqui
2016: Victor A.
Whitfield *
Mensah
2009: Rob Drucker * 2017: Maria Alba
2010: Victoria
2018: Lucy Anne
Rowland *
Blevins
2011: Matthew
2019: Eshan Kaul
Cortland
2021: TBA (No award
2012: Amy Tran
was given in 2020.)
2013: Melanie
2021: TBA
Davila
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LC’93

Janel C. Patti,
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Matthew Cortland,
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Maria Alba,
SAS’17
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LC’05

Amy Tran,
SAS’12
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SAS’15

Lucy Anne Blevins,
SAS’18
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SAS’13
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SAS’16

Eshan Kaul,
SEBS’19

Eshan Kaul, Aspiring Medical Doctor,
Co-Founded Tutoring Program for
Elementary School Students; Honored
with 2019 Livingston Pride Award
Eshan Kaul (SEBS’19), an aspiring medical doctor from Green Brook, New
Jersey, has been named as the 2019 recipient of the Riki Jacobs Livingston
Pride Award, given by the Livingston Alumni Association (LAA) of Rutgers
University-New Brunswick.
Kaul earned a Bachelor of Arts from Rutgers’ School of Environmental and
Biological Sciences (SEBS) in May 2019, as an Honors College scholar, with a
major in Biological Sciences and a minor in Psychology. At the same time, he
completed his first year of study at Rutgers’ Robert Wood Johnson Medical
School (RWJMS), under a seven-year Rutgers-RWJMS BA/MD program. He plans to
earn a master’s degree in Public Health at Rutgers, before graduating as a
medical doctor in 2022.
While Kaul has excelled in academics at Rutgers, he has also served as a role
model for his fellow students and for elementary school students in New
Brunswick. In 2016 he was one of the co-founders of Access to Education (A2E),
a Rutgers-led tutoring program for pupils in first, second, and third grades at
New Brunswick’s Roosevelt Elementary School.

In his award essay, Kaul writes that the odds were stacked against him and his
colleagues founding A2E, with officials from Rutgers, the city, and the school
district saying that he was too idealistic.
“To our surprise and joy A2E was a smooth success, and we received lots of
positive feedback from the kids, teachers, and volunteers alike,” Kaul wrote.
“Personally though, I took the most pride in connecting with one of the
“troublemaker” students Joshua. He was quite the rascal, but I never did stop
laughing when I was around him. By the end of the semester, Joshua would start
his homework without being told, could read the descriptions on all his Pokémon
cards, and even picked up other people’s trash. That is my pride: by not giving
up, Joshua and I were able to become friends, and both of us are better people
because of the other.”
The A2E tutoring program is a program of Rutgers’ Youth Empowerment Club (YEC),
which partners with the New Brunswick-based nonprofit organization Youth
Empowerment Services (YES). YES was founded in 2003 and provides after-school
activities, summer camps, and mentoring programs for at-risk youth in New
Brunswick. Kaul previously served as YEC’s President, and currently serves on
the board of YES.
During his undergraduate career, Kaul traveled to several locations to gain a
better understanding of important global issues: food insecurity and
educational inequality in Tulsa, Oklahoma; health, well-being, culture and
social inclusion in Thailand; and the impact of immigration on education and
American society in Boston.
At home, he co-founded a Rutgers group called Knights Table, as a means to
improve civil discourse, and helped draft legislation to remove health-risking
philosophical and religious exemptions for vaccines in New Jersey.
His medical research includes studying the effects of medical student
volunteering on nonprofit organizations, and cancer immunotherapy physiology in
T cell receptor cross reactivity using antigenic peptides under Dr. Andy Zloza.
Kaul writes that he has “a lot of Rutgers pride — perhaps a little too much
— and I’m not afraid to wear it on my sleeve. For example, I can tell you
important dates in Rutgers history and my email signature is ‘In Rutgers
Spirit.’ ”
With this Rutgers pride comes a commitment: “When you walk down George Street,
you’ll hit the beautifully designed Honors College, the immensely green quad
and flower beds of Voorhees Mall, until suddenly you hit the train station,
with its ever-present wet walls and crumbly staircases.
“With this in mind, it’s important to remind ourselves
is a land grant institution, and how it is part of our
public service in support of the needs of the citizens
would argue it’s more than that: we are members of the

of the fact that Rutgers
mission to perform
of the state. But I
Rutgers community, nay

the greater New Brunswick community, and it is our duty to be active citizens
who want to support our neighbors as best we can.”
The Riki Jacobs Livingston Pride Award has been given annually since 1990 by
the Livingston Alumni Association (LAA) to the Rutgers-New Brunswick graduating
senior who most embodies the spirit of Livingston College and its attributes of
leadership and social action. Livingston College is a former undergraduate
college of Rutgers which was merged into the School of Arts and Sciences in
2007.
Riki E. Jacobs (1957-2009) was the director of the Hyacinth Foundation, an AIDS
support organization, among many roles she fulfilled to assist vulnerable
populations, and also was one of LAA’s first Livingston College Distinguished
Alumni, honored in 2000.
Bottom photo: Eshan Kaul (right) talks with NJTV correspondent Michael Hill in
2017, about Kaul’s work with Youth Empowerment Services.

Pride Award Winner Lucy Blevins
(SAS’18) Will Pursue a Master’s Degree
in Public Affairs and Social Work, with
a Focus on Prison Reform
Lucy Blevins with Jeffrey
Armus, Chairman of the Pride
Award Committee and Vice
President of the LAA. Photo by
Qiumei Wang, Rutgers Business
School Alumni Association.
Lucy Anne Blevins (SAS’18), an aspiring social worker from Maplewood, New
Jersey, has been named as the 2018 recipient of the Riki Jacobs Livingston
Pride Award, given by the Livingston Alumni Association (LAA) of Rutgers
University.
Blevins will graduate from Rutgers’ School of Arts and Sciences (New Brunswick)
in May 2018. Starting in summer 2018 she will pursue a dual master’s degree in
Public Affairs and Social Work, with a focus on prison reform policy, at the
University of Texas at Austin.

In her award application essay, Blevins noted that social work ties together
several of the courses she took in other subjects at Rutgers.
“Through these classes, I realized that there was a theme to all my papers and
projects: in psychology, I was interested in the effect of oppression on the
soul; in art history, I focused on representations of struggle and creativity
as an antidote to depression; in sociology, I was drawn to inequalities based
on race and gender; and my favorite writing class explored non-western feminist
authors throughout history.
“This seeming patchwork seemed something of a mess, until I took my first
course in social work. Then they all fit together. I immediately saw that what
I wanted was an education that would allow me to advocate for social justice,
equal treatment, humane conditions, and basic human rights for all. I began to
seek out opportunities that would allow me to have an impact on the community
around me.”
Blevins is a member of Omega Phi Alpha, the national service sorority. During
her college career she has undertaken several community service initiatives,
including: serving in local soup kitchens; advocating for mental health
awareness on campus and global women’s rights initiatives; and participating in
the Rutgers Dance Marathon to raise funds for and to build meaningful
relationships with the families of children who have cancer and blood
disorders.
Lucy Blevins, center, with her
mother, Juliette Blevins, and
her sister, Rebecca Blevins. Photo
by Qiumei Wang, Rutgers Business
School Alumni Association.
In her junior and senior years of college, Blevins has served along with
several other Rutgers students as a tutor for inmates at New Jersey’s
Mountainview Youth Correctional Facility, as part of their work with the Petey
Greene Program.
Blevins has tutored the inmates in math, science, history, and writing. “More
important than any educational skill that I have, I am able to help the inmates
by listening to their thoughts and concerns as well as simply providing
empowerment in the form of re-validation,” she wrote in her Pride Award essay.
“I have faith in the students that I tutor and believe that they are capable
beyond their own ability to see. While they may be physically incarcerated,
their minds and spirits are free and flourish with attention and compassion. …
One memory that always makes me smile is of working with a student and
explaining to him how to read a Punnett square. ‘This comes up on every GED
practice exam, and I never understood it. Now I get it. Thank you, Lucy.’ “
During her undergraduate career, Blevins earned several academic scholarships,
and affiliated with the Douglass Residential College, a women’s college within

Rutgers.
The Riki Jacobs Livingston Pride Award has been given annually since 1990 by
the Livingston Alumni Association (LAA) to the Rutgers-New Brunswick graduating
senior who most embodies the spirit of Livingston College and its attributes of
leadership and social action. Livingston College is a former undergraduate
college of Rutgers which was merged into the School of Arts and Sciences in
2007.
Riki E. Jacobs (1957-2009) was the director of the Hyacinth Foundation, an AIDS
support organization, among many roles she fulfilled to assist vulnerable
populations, and also was one of LAA’s first Livingston College Distinguished
Alumni, honored in 2000.

Maria Alba (SAS’17), 2017 Pride Award
Recipient: ‘Be a Positive, Active
Bystander’
Maria Alba (SAS’17), an aspiring clinical psychologist from Cranford, New
Jersey, has been named as the 2017 recipient of the Riki Jacobs Livingston
Pride Award, given by the Livingston Alumni Association of Rutgers University.
She will begin studies toward a Doctor of Psychology degree at Rutgers’
Graduate School of Applied and Professional Psychology in fall 2017.
In 2013, the summer before she entered Rutgers’ School of Arts and Sciences,
Alba attended an orientation program about campus sexual assault and bystander
intervention. Around the same time, a friend confided that she had been the
victim of sexual and domestic violence. “I wanted to fight for justice for her,
and for every other individual whose voice has not been heard,” Alba wrote in
her essay for the award.
“The message was clear: If you see something wrong, say or do something. Be a
positive, active bystander no matter how big or small your intervention.”
These two events helped Alba realize that Rutgers’ SCREAM Theater, a violence
prevention program, was her calling.
As a member of the SCREAM Theater staff, Alba traveled throughout New Jersey
and across the country to educate people about sexual and domestic/dating
violence through improv theater. She also created a video called “I Am Part of
the Revolution,” showcasing other student leaders who spoke about why they

choose to take a stand.
In her undergraduate research, Alba studied the effect of stress on health
issues such as smoking and obesity, especially among minorities and women who
identify as lesbian or bisexual. She also conducted research on psychotherapy
and counseling as it related to the gay liberation movement at Rutgers from the
1950s to the 1980s. In fall 2016 she taught an introductory seminar on
psychology to first-year students.
Alba has garnered numerous awards for her academic performance, and for her
work on women’s and gender studies, women’s rights, and violence prevention and
victim assistance.
“I believe a successful leader knows when to lead and when to listen,” she
said. “I have carried this lesson with me throughout my life as an activist,
student leader, and an aspiring clinical psychologist.”
The Riki Jacobs Livingston Pride Award has been given annually since 1990 by
the Livingston Alumni Association (LAA) to the Rutgers-New Brunswick graduating
senior who most embodies the spirit of Livingston College and its attributes of
leadership and social action. Livingston College is a former undergraduate
college of Rutgers which was merged into the School of Arts and Sciences in
2007.
Riki E. Jacobs (1957-2009) was the director of the Hyacinth Foundation, an AIDS
support organization, among many roles she fulfilled to assist vulnerable
populations, and also was one of LAA’s first Livingston College Distinguished
Alumni, honored in 2000.

Apply or Nominate for an LAA Award
The LAA welcomes applications/nominations for three awards:
The Riki Jacobs Livingston Pride Award, which is given annually to an
undergraduate senior (with a graduation date in the current calendar year, as
defined in the application) on the New Brunswick/Piscataway campus. Only for
2021: Two awards will be given, with eligible applicants drawn from calendar
year 2020 or calendar year 2021 graduates.
The 2020/2021 application is due on Friday, April 2, 2021.

The following awards are given at a celebration approximately every two years.

Livingston College Distinguished Alumni Award
Livingston Legacy Award (for faculty and staff members)
Nominations are not open at this time.

Victor Mensah Founded Peer Mentoring
Program at Rutgers; Honored with 2016
Riki Jacobs Livingston Pride Award
Victor A. Mensah (pictured at right) has been honored
as the recipient of the 2016 Riki Jacobs Livingston
Pride Award, given by the Livingston Alumni
Association (LAA) of Rutgers University.

Mensah, a first-generation college student, is a May 2016 graduate of the
School of Arts and Sciences-New Brunswick at Rutgers University, where he has
majored in Biological Sciences with a concentration in Urban Health. He’s
continuing his studies at Rutgers in fall 2016, entering Robert Wood Johnson
Medical School’s Class of 2020, seeking a Medical Doctorate degree.
During his first year at Rutgers, Mensah’s path was not so certain, as he was
struggling and at risk of losing his scholarship. A friend took Mensah under
his wings and helped him manage his time better and build relationships with
professors and student clubs. Soon thereafter, Mensah was on the Dean’s List.
Mensah’s work with a mentor gave him the idea to create a peer-mentoring
program to pair first-year, first-generation college students with upperclass
students. In three years, the Student Support Services Peer Mentoring program
has grown from 13 students to 120 students projected for fall of 2016.

dents interested in a career in medicine, as a high school track and field
coach, and a math and science tutor at New Brunswick High School.
Mensah wrote in his award application essay: “As a tutor of all grades from
high school freshmen to seniors, one thing is apparent, the older the students
get, the less interested they become in the sciences.” He feels strongly that
there is a lack of minority representation in the STEM (Science Technology
Engineering and Mathematics) fields. This drove Mensah to seek propose and seek
grants for a summer math and science camp to show inner-city youths that
science and engineering can be fun and interactive.
Mensah’s previous awards include:
2015
2015
2014
2012

National Conference on Race and Ethnicity scholarship award winner
Mozelle Henry Fordham Legacy of Love Scholarship
Spirit of New Brunswick Award for community involvement
James Dickson Carr Scholar at Rutgers

The LAA presented the Pride Award to Mensah at a Theater Night reception on
Sunday, April 24, 2016.

Since 1990, the LAA has given the Riki Jacobs Livingston Pride Award to the
Rutgers-New Brunswick graduating senior who most embodies the spirit of
Livingston College and its attributes of leadership and social action. The
award is named after Riki Jacobs (1957-2009), a guiding light in the fight
against HIV/AIDS in New Jersey for more than 25 years. At the time of her
passing, New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine called Jacobs “an articulate and
compassionate voice who was highly respected for her efforts to ensure health
care access for those living with, infected with, and affected by HIV.”
Center photo: LAA’s Vice President/Secretary Jeffrey Armus (left) and President
Eric Schwarz (right) present the Pride Award to Mensah. Bottom: Mensah (holding
award certificate) celebrates his achievement with family and friends. Photos
taken on April 24, 2016.

