Dean’s Letter to Class of 2002: Change
the World in Simple, Yet Critical and
Lasting Ways

Arnold G. Hyndman, dean of Livingston College, wrote the following letter to
the Class of 2002, included in the college yearbook, Diversity: A College Tale.

To the Class of 2002:

It is with fond memories and best wishes that on behalf of Livingston College,
I bid you farewell. This class is uniquely positioned in history. Your time at
Livingston College bridged two different centuries, and due to the events of
September 11, 2001, very possibly crossed between two distinctive periods of
American and World History. Regardless of what the future holds, I am confident
that Livingston College prepared you well for the challenges of these new
times. This includes an appreciation for community, a global perspective on
life, and the leadership skills to work effectively with others.

As you prepare for your tomorrows, I encourage you to engage and change the
world in simple, and yet critical and lasting ways. Strive to be a better son
or daughter, a faithful friend, and concerned neighbor. If you have learned the
lessons of Livingston, then you will also go on to be a concerned citizen, a
competent employee or employer, and perhaps a supportive spouse or loving
parent. Nevertheless, in whatever you do and whomever you interact with, your
goal will be to leave each place or person in a better condition than when you
found them.

May the true peace that surpasses all understanding rule and guard all that you
do from this day forward.

Arnold G. Hyndman, Ph.D.
Dean
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