Deans’ Letters to Graduates
Many of the Livingston College yearbooks include letters to the graduating
class from the college’s dean. The pages linked below include the text of each
letter, as well as a link to the page(s) where they were printed in each
yearbook.
From Ernest A. Lynton:
Classes of 1970, 1971 and 1972: No yearbooks were published; no graduation
letters have been located.
Letter to the Class of 1973.

From George W. Carey:
Letter to the Class of 1974.

From Emmanuel George Mesthene:
Class of 1975: No yearbook has been located; most likely it was not
published. No graduation letter has been located.
Class of 1976: No separate yearbook was produced (graduates’ photos were
included in the 1977 yearbook); no graduation letter has been located.
Letter to the Class of 1977.

From W. Robert Jenkins:
Letter to the Class of 1978.
Class of 1979: No separate yearbook was produced (graduates’ photos were
included in the 1980 yearbook); no graduation letter has been located.
Letters to the Classes of:
1980
1981
1982
1983

1984
1985
1986
Class of 1987: The yearbook does not include a letter from the dean; no
separate letter has been located.
Letter to the Class of 1988.
Classes of 1989 and 1990: No yearbooks have been located; most likely they were
not published. No separate letters have been located.

From Walton R. Johnson:
Letters to the Classes of:
1991
1992

From Arnold G. Hyndman:
Classes of 1993 through 2001: The yearbooks do not include a letter from the
dean; no separate letters have been located.
Letter to the Class of 2002.
Classes of 2003 through 2007: The yearbooks do not include a letter from the
dean; no separate letters have been located.
Classes of 2008 through 2010: No yearbooks were published; no graduation
letters have been located.

Livingston College Monthly Updates
(2005-2007)
[See also the Alumni Newsletters page.]
Tamar Kieval Brill (pictured), then Livingston College’s Assistant Dean for
Special Projects, compiled the Livingston College Monthly Updates, posted

online from March 2005 through February 2007. PDF copies are available here:
March 2005
April 2005
May 2005
Summer/September 2005
October 2005
November 2005
February 2006
March 2006
April 2006
May 2006
Summer/October 2006
November/December 2006
January/February 2007

The Dean’s Annual Report (1997-2001)
Livingston College Dean Arnold G. Hyndman issued The Dean’s Annual Report.
Online copies of the report are available for the following years:
1997-1998
1998-1999
1999-2000
2000-2001

(HTML)
(HTML)
(HTML)
(PDF)

Photo: Dean Arnold G. Hyndman, from the 2001 yearbook, Diversity, Making
Connections Vol. XI.

Dean’s Letter to Class of 2002: Change
the World in Simple, Yet Critical and
Lasting Ways
Arnold G. Hyndman, dean of Livingston College, wrote the following letter to
the Class of 2002, included in the college yearbook, Diversity: A College Tale.

To the Class of 2002:
It is with fond memories and best wishes that on behalf of Livingston College,
I bid you farewell. This class is uniquely positioned in history. Your time at
Livingston College bridged two different centuries, and due to the events of
September 11, 2001, very possibly crossed between two distinctive periods of
American and World History. Regardless of what the future holds, I am confident
that Livingston College prepared you well for the challenges of these new
times. This includes an appreciation for community, a global perspective on
life, and the leadership skills to work effectively with others.
As you prepare for your tomorrows, I encourage you to engage and change the
world in simple, and yet critical and lasting ways. Strive to be a better son
or daughter, a faithful friend, and concerned neighbor. If you have learned the
lessons of Livingston, then you will also go on to be a concerned citizen, a
competent employee or employer, and perhaps a supportive spouse or loving
parent. Nevertheless, in whatever you do and whomever you interact with, your
goal will be to leave each place or person in a better condition than when you
found them.
May the true peace that surpasses all understanding rule and guard all that you
do from this day forward.
Arnold G. Hyndman, Ph.D.
Dean

Dean’s Letter to Class of 1992:
Livingston Has Been at the Educational
Frontier
Walton R.
Walton R. Johnson, dean of Livingston College, wrote the following letter to
the Class of 1992, included in the college yearbook, Diversity, Volume Two: A
Style of Our Own.
May 25, 1992
TO THE LIVINGSTON COLLEGE GRADUATING CLASS OF 1992

Commencement is truly the beginning of the journey of life. The fellows, staff
and administrators of Livingston College wish you all the best. We take pride
in your accomplishments and are grateful to have played a part, however small,
in your attaining a degree.

Starting an important journey is always fraught with anxieties. That is
especially true in this time of economic recession and uncertain social and
political climate. Nevertheless, you should embark upon this journey with
confidence. Livingston College has prepared you well.

Although it was perhaps not always clear while you were enmeshed in daily life
at Livingston, you should remember the college’s tradition of being at the
educational frontier. We have stressed teaching and learning, social
responsibility and community service, pride in diversity, and social justice.

These uniquely Livingston values in your Rutgers education have prepared you
well for the journey you are now starting. They will continue to serve you
well. Carry them with you as you venture forth.

We are anxious that you always remember where your journey began. Please plan to return something
to Livingston College. We hope to see you here often and, of course, we anticipate your becoming
active members of the Livingston Alumni family.

Bon voyage!
Walton R. Johnson
Dean

Revised September 9, 2019

Dean’s Letter to Class of 1991: We
Expect Great Things of You
Walton R.
Walton R. Johnson, acting dean of Livingston College, wrote the following
letter to the Class of 1991, included in the college yearbook, Diversity,
Volume 1: Not Just a Generic College.

To the Graduating Class of 1991

Four years ago you came to Livingston College eager, excited and even a little
fearful as you entered the unknown world of the University with the expectation
that anything is possible. On your own for perhaps the first time, you had only
an idea of the opportunities, adventures, and problems that would await you.

Now, just as the world of Livingston College has become a comfortable place and
its challenges conquered, you are asked to begin again and enter the unknown
world beyond the security of academic life. Your feelings, hopes, and fears are
probably very much the same as they were when you came here four years ago. As
you leave us and go out into the world, it is our hope that Livingston College
has provided you with the strength and direction that you will need to think
for yourselves, and to take advantage of the challenges, adventures, and
opportunities to follow your dreams and make anything become possible.
You have worked hard and deserve our deep appreciation for your contributions
to Livingston College. As you graduate, we expect great things of you, we
congratulate you and wish you success and happiness in the future.

Revised May 1, 2016

